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The Associated Students of the University of Montana 1 
Resolution Abolishing New Business 2 
March 26, 2014 3 
SB74-13/14 4 
Authored by: Ryan Hazen, ASUM Senator 5 
Sponsored by: Erik Lillquist, ASUM Senator; Damara Simpson, Former ASUM 6 
Senator; 7 
 8 
Whereas, the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) conduct 9 
business on behalf of the student body; 10 
 11 
Whereas, resolutions on behalf of the student body must come up under a period called 12 
“New Business” during Senate meetings; 13 
 14 
Whereas, resolutions that do not come up under New Business are subjected to a Senate 15 
vote in order to be heard; 16 
 17 
Whereas, only members of ASUM Senate have the ability to introduce resolutions under 18 
New Business; 19 
 20 
Whereas, this makes it onerous for a student that is not a member of the Senate to bring 21 
up a resolution; 22 
 23 
Whereas, items introduced under New Business are officially on the record regardless of 24 
whether they are brought up or not during the following meeting; 25 
 26 
Whereas, members of the Senate have tried to use New Business;  27 
 28 
Whereas, the purpose of New Business is transparency and accountability; 29 
 30 
Whereas, New Business is not posted anywhere for the student body to read until a copy 31 
of the meeting’s minutes are posted; 32 
 33 
Whereas, by the time the meeting’s minutes are posted the agenda with upcoming 34 
resolutions have already been released;  35 
 36 
Whereas, resolutions have been brought up under New Business under inconspicuous 37 
titles;  38 
 39 
Whereas, due to these issues New Business no longer fulfills its original intent;  40 
 41 
Whereas, multiple ASUM meetings have exceeded four hours of languor; 42 
 43 
Whereas, it is in the student body’s best interest for ASUM to obviate ineffective 44 
measures that dilapidate their time;  45 
 46 
Whereas, Article 1, Section 2, Subsection C of ASUM House Rules states: 47 
 48 
“C. All proposed resolutions and motions introduced during "New Business", 49 
if forwarded to the Senate by Relations and Affairs, shall be placed under 50 
"Unfinished Business" for the following Senate meeting. Discussion and 51 
voting may take place only under "Unfinished Business" unless the Senate 52 
suspends the rules by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote.” 53 
 54 
Whereas, Article 1, Section 2, Subsection E of ASUM House Rules states: 55 
 56 
“E. All approved actions of University Center Board, Relations and Affairs, 57 
SPA, Housing Board, and Board on Budget and Finance may be forwarded to 58 
the next ASUM Senate meeting as a seconded motion, a seconded motion 59 
meaning that a resolution need not be submitted under New Business and 60 
after one week be debated under "Unfinished Business."” 61 
 62 
Whereas, Article 1, Section 2, Subsection F of ASUM House Rules states: 63 
 64 
“F. All Senate resolutions introduced as "New Business" must be given to the 65 
Vice President and the Office Manager in electronic form before 12 p.m. on 66 
the Monday preceding the meeting at which they are to be debated under 67 
"Unfinished Business." Resolutions not in compliance with this rule shall be 68 
accepted at the discretion of the committee chair.” 69 
 70 
Whereas, Article 1, Section 2, Subsection G of ASUM House Rules states: 71 
 72 
“G. All resolutions introduced under "New Business" shall be referred by the 73 
Vice President, acting as committee whip, to the appropriate committee or 74 
board. Prior to debate before the full Senate, the committee or board shall 75 
give its recommendation either for or against approval, or may elect not to 76 
forward a resolution to the Senate.” 77 
 78 
Whereas, this procedure has fallen out of practice; 79 
 80 
Whereas, Article 1, Section 2, Subsection H of ASUM House Rules states: 81 
 82 
“H. The Vice President shall ensure that the text of all resolutions submitted 83 
for consideration at the next ASUM Senate meeting shall be posted on the 84 
ASUM website 24 hours preceding the meeting, or in the ASUM Office if 85 
unable to update the website. The list shall state the ASUM standing 86 
committee to which each resolution has been referred, if referred to a 87 
committee other than the Relations and Affairs Committee.” 88 
 89 
Whereas, Article IV, Section 1, Subsection J of ASUM Bylaws states: 90 
 91 
“J. All approved actions of the University Center Board, Relations and Affairs, 92 
Student Political Action, Housing Board, and Board on Budget and Finance 93 
may be forwarded to the next ASUM Senate meeting as a seconded motion, a 94 
seconded motion meaning that a resolution need not be submitted under 95 
New Business and after one week be debated under Old Business.” 96 
 97 
Therefore, Let It Be Resolved, that Article 1, Section 2, Subsection C of ASUM House 98 
Rules be amended to read: 99 
 100 
“C. All proposed resolutions, if forwarded to the Senate by Relations and 101 
Affairs, shall be placed under "Unfinished Business" for the following Senate 102 
meeting. Discussion and voting may take place only under "Unfinished 103 
Business" unless the Senate suspends the rules by a two-thirds (2/3) 104 
majority vote.” 105 
 106 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that Article 1, Section 2, Subsection E of 107 
ASUM House Rules be amended to read: 108 
 109 
“E. All approved actions of University Center Board, Relations and Affairs, 110 
SPA, Housing Board, and Board on Budget and Finance may be forwarded to 111 
the next ASUM Senate meeting as a seconded motion.” 112 
 113 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that Article 1, Section 2, Subsection F of 114 
ASUM House Rules be amended to read: 115 
 116 
“F. All Senate resolutions must be given to the Vice President, Office Manager, 117 
or designated Senate secretary in electronic form before 12 p.m. on 118 
the Monday preceding the meeting at which they are to be debated under 119 
"Unfinished Business." Resolutions not in compliance with this rule shall be 120 
accepted at the discretion of the committee chair.” 121 
 122 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that Article 1, Section 2, Subsection G of 123 
ASUM House Rules be stricken in its entirety; 124 
 125 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved that Article 1, Section 2, Subsection H of 126 
ASUM House Rules be amended to read: 127 
 128 
“H. The Vice President shall ensure that the text of all resolutions submitted 129 
for consideration at the next ASUM Senate meeting shall be posted on the 130 
ASUM website 24 hours preceding the meeting, or in the ASUM Office if 131 
unable to update the website.” 132 
 133 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that Article IV, Section 1, Subsection J of ASUM 134 
Bylaws be amended to read: 135 
 136 
“J. All approved actions of the University Center Board, Relations and Affairs, 137 
Student Political Action, Housing Board, and Board on Budget and Finance 138 
may be forwarded to the next ASUM Senate meeting as a seconded motion.” 139 
 140 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that New Business be removed from future Senate 141 
agenda items;  142 
 143 
Therefore, Let It Further Be Resolved, that the numbering and lettering of ASUM House 144 
Rules and Bylaws to adjusted to reflect these changes. 145 
 146 
Passed by Committee: March 24, 2014 147 
 148 
Passed by ASUM Senate: __________________________, 2014 149 
Final Vote: 10Y-13N 150 
 151 
 152 
________________________  ______________________________ 153 
Sean McQuillan,    Mariah Williams, 154 
Relations and Affairs Chair   Chair of the Senate 155 
